
 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
 Of�ice of National Marine Sanctuaries 
 Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary 
 175 Edward Foster Rd Scituate, Massachusetts 02066 

 April 6, 2023 

 Mr. Tom Nies 
 Executive Director, NEFMC  
 50 Water Street, Mill 2  
 Newburyport, MA 01950 

 Dear Tom,  

 I am writing to ask that you consider including all of Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary 
 (SBNMS) within any Inshore Midwater Trawl Restricted Area that may be re-established under 
 Amendment 8 to the Atlantic Herring Fishery Management Plan.  

 While much of the sanctuary was included in the original closure, an analysis by our research 
 team using information from the Data Matching and Imputation System (DMIS) from 2007-2020 
 shows that a substantial amount of herring and mackerel are caught within SBNMS just outside 
 the previously attempted closure.  This suggests that the original boundaries missed important 
 inshore herring habitat that needs to be included in a future closure to ensure it can fully achieve 
 important ecological goals. A map of our analysis is included in Figure 1.  

 Figure  1.  Commercial  fishery  landings  of  Atlantic  Herring,  Atlantic  Mackerel,  and  both  species  combined 
 within  Stellwagen  Bank  National  Marine  Sanctuary  from  2007-2020.  Landings  are  from  NOAA  Fisheries’ 
 Data  Matching  and  Imputation  System  (DMIS).  The  red  to  green  color  scale  represents  high  to  low 
 quantities  of  pounds  landed.  The  purple  line  represents  the  former  Inshore  Midwater  Trawl  Restricted 
 Area boundary. Black lines are Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary boundaries.  



 In addition to providing foraging habitat for numerous piscivorous fishes and 53 species of 
 seabirds, the sanctuary is critical foraging and nursery habitat for over 10 species of marine 
 mammals, including endangered and protected baleen whales.  ,  ,  ,  ,  Humpback, fin, and minke 1 2 3 4 5

 whales feed on herring, mackerel, and sand lance in SBNMS for much of the year. Humpback 
 whales exhibit high site fidelity to SBNMS in part due to its reliably abundant prey.  

 We are concerned that continued midwater trawling within SBNMS will exacerbate predicted 
 declines in forage fish abundance due to climate change,  leading to baleen whale distribution 6

 shifts and abandonment of SBNMS. We want to ensure that SBNMS remains prime foraging 
 habitat for baleen whales and that we continue to benefit from ecosystem services provided by 
 whales including carbon storage and a whale watching industry that generates over $182M in 
 economic activity per year.  Other ecosystem services also benefit from forage fish abundance 7

 such as commercial and recreational fisheries conducted in the sanctuary valued at $78M per 
 year, supporting coastal communities in Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Maine. 8

 Thank you for the opportunity to provide these written comments.  Should you have any further 
 questions, Dr. Tammy Silva, of my staff, is a member of the Herring Advisory Panel and can 
 provide any further information you may need. We appreciate the opportunity to bring attention 
 to this issue early in the Council’s process of revisiting the Amendment 8 Inshore Midwater 
 Trawl Restricted Area. 

 Sincerely, 

 Captain Peter DeCola 
 U.S. Coast Guard (retired) 
 Superintendent, 
 Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary 
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 cc:  Mr. Eric Reid, Chair NEFMC 
 Mrs. Cheri Patterson,   Chief, Marine Fisheries, NHFGD 
 Mr. Rick Bellavance, Vice Chair, NEMFC 
 Mr. Michael Petony,  Regional Administrator, G  ARFO 
 Dr. Jon Hare, Science and Research Director, NEFSC 
 Matt Brookhart, Eastern Regional Director, Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
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